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‘ Old Chicago World Preview 
Tuesday, June 17, 1975 


7:00 P.M. 
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This ticket-entitles bearer to an evening of old fashioned 
fun during the preview shéwing of the world’s first totally 
enclosed combination retail/amusement complex. 

Dress casual — food and beverages will be served. 
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How did it happen—Old Chicago’s story 


kx The year of 1973 Kk* 


In June of 1973, Robert Brindle brings 
a watercolor print of his proposed Old 
Chicago Towne to the Bolingbrook plan 
coffimission. 

He proposes a 345,000 square foot 
complex that will include outdoor-type 
amusement rides ringed by stores. He 
promises to ‘‘put Bolingbrook on the. 


map. 

“We don’t expect 
any of the big mer- 
chandising giants 
here,’’ says Brindle. 
Shops are to be of 
the specialty var- 
iety. 

Brindle was nego- 
Wating during that 
spring with the vil- 


e. 
Bolingbrook and 


Romeoville vied 


KKK 
The year 


of 1974 


January 

¢ Brindle brings 
the first of his build- 
ing plans to the plan 
commission. But the 
building's founda- 
tion — without ap- 
proval of the village 


*The first of 
many legal troubles 
start as Brindle is 
told that his founda- 
tion exceeds setback 


for the development and tax money it 
would bring.Old‘Chicago would be south 
of I-55 and thought to be rightfully 
Remeoville’s, according to the prevailing 
philosophy in the southern village at that 
time. Poe 

Purchase of an additional 200 acres to 
accommodate a hotel and golf course fell 
through. 


kkk The year of 1976 Kkx 


January, 1976 


¢ There’s a shake-up of Old Chicago 
management amid rumors of bankruptcy, 
just six months after the grand opening. 

Brindle is on his way out. New 
management includes IC Industries. 


May, 1976 
© Clyde Farnan becomes the 


new 


general manager. There’s a note ot 
optimism in the air. , 

Annual payroll for the park is in excess 
of $3.5 million. 

The amusement tax is bringing the 
village some $200,000 to $300,000 each 
year, plus $120,000 in sales taxes. In 
addition, Bolingbrook gets positive PR 
with its name in every Old Chicago ad. 


June, 1976 


eThe story be- 
hind the Old Chica- 
go bankruptcy is de- 
tailed, including $8 
million in | con- 
struction cost over- 
runs. 

Nevertheless, the 
general manager re- 
fers to the bank- 
ruptcy as ‘‘only a 
technical readjust- 
ment,’’ and an- 
nounces new attrac- 
tions that will put 
Old Chicago on the 
right track... 

¢ Meanwhile, he 
is casting a watchful 
eye to the north, in 
Gurnee, where the 
Marriott Corpora- 
tion is just opening 


its new ‘‘amuse- 
ment extrava- 
ganza.”’ 


December, 1976 


¢Fayva Shoes 
opens on the mall, 
but Columbian 
House restaurant 
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tion exceeds setback 
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start _as_ Brindle. is 


requirements in the 
village codes. 

The village refuses to issue building 
permits. Brindle begs for zoning and 
approval of plans, saying that he can’t 
get any money from his financial backers 
without approval. 

A new set of hearings is called. 

Brindle claims he’s used to building in 


Southern California where they get 
approval as construction continues. 


May 

© The 15-foot-wide, 40-ton wall section 
are lifted into place by cranes — but still 
without approval of the village. 


kkk The year of 1975 Kk* 


June 5, 1975 

© Dome dancer Michelle Mauthe, a 
Bolingbrook resident, dances in the 
drizzle for television cameras in a 
commercial. 
June 6, 1975 

e The Lions arrive to take up their 
guardian positions at the grand entrance 
of Old Chicago. 
June 17, 1975 

eTen to sixteen thousand invited 
guests create mammoth traffic jams to 
attend a pre-opening party for Old 
Chicago. It takes half an hour to go from 
Boughton Road down Rt. 53 to the park. 


e With threats from the village and 


mayor Nora Wipfler, Old Chicago 
management is told it may not open on 
June 21. It’s still too dangerous, with 
exposed wiring and half-completed store- 
fronts. 

® Village officials find themselves.in a 
no-win position: either allow ‘‘civilians to 
enter the building still under con- 
struction’ or turn away thousands of 
guests that fill the parking lot and Rt. 53. 
June 26, 1975 

¢ An estimated 15,000 attend the 
two-day opening ceremonies following a 
last minute inspection by village officials. 


Construction crews work around the clock . 


to pass inspection. 
July 3, 1975 

* Village shuts down Old Chicago for 
six hours because of sprinkler mal- 
function. There are heated discussions 
between the village and Brindle. 
September, 1975 

e Brindle says that each weekend 
brings an average of 50,000 visitors to 
Old Chicago. Traffic snarls Rt. 53 all the 
way to Lisle. 

e Attractions include such rides as the 
Chicago ~Loop, Rotor, Yo-Yo Flume, 


Chicago Cat, Windy City Flyer, plus the 
International Circus and Vaudeville 
Theatre. 

© Two restaurants serve Old Chicago: 
Columbia House owned by Frank 
Zaucha, owner of the New Lemont Truck 
Stop; and the Old Chicago Biergarten. 


October, 1975 

¢ Village and Old Chicago manage- 
ment are at odds again over what the 
village says is reneging on the fire safety 
pact. Some 500 people are evacuated 
after a fire in the trash compactor. Park 
management complains that the fire 
department was overreacting to a 
relatively small fire. : 

e Miss Teenage Chicago crowned at 
Old Chicago. 


November, 1975 

© Old Chicago post office opens, 
replacing the Osco substation. The new 
post office carries its own distinctive 
postmark. 

¢ The ‘‘Comedy King of the Air,’’ 
56-year-old Jimmy Troy, falls 20 feet to 
his death from the trapeze in an aerial 
accident of the Old Chicago circus. 


kk The year of 1977 kkk 


February, 1977 

e Village manager Reed Carlson 
announces that Robert Brindle, who 
conceived and built Old Chicago, is 
“completely out of the picture now.” 

Control of the giant complex now rests 
completely with IC Industries. That 
conglomerate’s representatives meet 


with retail merchants at Chicago and 
unveil plans for a majof revamp of the 
amusement park area. 
April, 1977 

© Old Chicago donates space to the 


Fountaindale Theatre Project, the local 
amateur theatre group, to perform its 


plays. 
Summer, 1977 

¢ Operating hours are shifted. 
Features are added to attract more 
people, including psychic fairs, battle of 
the drums competition, graduation 
nights, family nights, antique shows, car 
and cycle shows, The Acapulco High 
Diving Team, and ‘‘The Human Torch,”’ 
who literally sets himself on fire. 

July, 1977 

¢ The Bolingbrook Jaycees stage their 
third annual fireworks display at Old 
Chicago, accompanied by parachuters 
and midget racers. 

° Billed under the headline of ‘‘public 
executions at Old Chicago,’’ a desperate 
public relations gimmick promotes cele- 
bration of Bastille Day at the park, with 
fun shows featuring ‘‘the rack, cat-o- 
nine-tails and other antique torture 
devices.”’ 


August, 1977 3 

A new position is created, that of ‘‘mall 
manager."’ He is Joseph Vilsack, not to 
be confused with the new general 
manager, Cleveland Smith, of Wynne 
Enterprises, called in to revitalize and 
rehab, not to mention put more amuse- 
ment into the amusement park. The mall 
manager’s mission: fill up the shop- 
fronts. 

¢ Hollywood movie director Brian 
DePalma becomes the first person to try 
to demolish Old Chicago. While shooting 
a-scene for his film, ‘‘The Fury,” 
DePalma and his special effects crews 
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send part of one ride crashing through 
the window of the Biergarten. 

Extras in the movie include several 
Bolingbrook residents who may be seen if 
you look quickly at the two-minute 
sequence that immortalizes Old Chicago 
on film. 

September, 1977 

© Deejays John Landecker, Steve King 
and Bob Sirott host part of the Jerry 
Lewis Muscular Dystrophy telethon at 
Old Chicago. Some $27,000 is allegedly 
raised at the park alone. 

October, 1977 

¢ Old Chicago hosts the Pepsi Chal- 
lenge, one of the first locations in the 
Chicago area. 


.November, 1977 , 


¢The Fun Factory, a multi-level 
superplay area for younger children, with 
its own separate admission fee and 
entrance, opens as part of a $6 million 
improvement program. 

Also included in the improvements are 
colorful sound baffles hung under the 
dome to help prevent the deafening 
unpleasant noise of outdoor amusement 
rides operating indoors. 

New rides include the Screamer and 
Barnstormer airplane thrill ride plus a 
laser light show. 
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&F lurry of activity p uts 


by Robert Norfleet 


It -was a watershed week for the 
community’s growth. Property was being 
purchased; deals were being made; 
rumors were everywhere. 

At the center of the activity, local 
leaders and lawyers danced through 
frenzied mating ritual with outside 
investors that brought an immediate 
dowry of several million dollars, and 
vows of several millions more to come. 

It had been noted on desk calendars 
that this was the week that Old Chicago 
would ‘‘close.’’ Monday, to be specific, 
was set aside for watching C.L. Carr 
bring a couple of million dollars to town, 
hand it over to I.C. Industries, and then 
get to work on his plan for the Old 
Chicago property. 

It wasn’t quite that easy. The closing, 
in fact, is still taking place. But all parties 
to the transaction are convinced now that 
this mystery man from Missouri can do 
the deal and all that’s left is the complex 
blessing that only the lawyers can do. 


Out of it all, Bolingbrook got the 
- automobile dealer that was wanted for 
the property. At the same time, another 
new automobile dealer opted for a space 
north of the highway. A well known and 
well fixed Will County personality plunk- 
ed down his money to buy a 60-acre piece 
on Il. Rt. 53 next to Eagle. (That’s a little 
bigger than the Old Chicago property.) 
Romeoville officials were buzzing 
about a possible development that in- 
cludes property the village owns on the 
north side of 1-55. How big a develop- 
ment? Ten times the size of Old Chicago, 
that’s how big. 


And that’s how the week was going. 


Rt. 53 work 


Set to start 


The state of Illinois will begin major 
roadwork repairs to Ill. Rt. 53 from 
Crest Hill through Romeoville and 
north to I-55 beginning in approxi- 
mately two weeks. 

The work is being contracted in two 
parts: from Crest Hill to Taylor Road 
in Romeoville at a cost of slightly 
more than $1 million; and from Joliet 
Road in Romeoville north to 1-55 in 
Bolingbrook, at a cost of just under $1] 
million. 

Leininger Mid-States Paving 
Company of Hillside was awarded 
each of the two state contracts. The 
work is expected to be completed by 
next June, with promises that the 
highway will be at least passable 
during constuction, including during 
the winter months. z 
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Ed James Chevrolet sits beside the dome 
and the parcel where a new auto dealer- 
ship will come if the lawyers and money . , ro 
men can make the C.L. Carr purchase of ‘ 

Old Chicago go through. It didn’t quite 
happen Monday the way it was hoped. 

But the village and the partnership of car 

dealers Joe Levy and Eugene Fanning 
are still ready to make their bargain 
work. The car dealers want the land. The 
- village wants to help with a $300,000 
subsidy — as 1.C. Industries and 
C.L. Carr negotiate. A lot of engines were 
revving...there were a few false starts... 
no one crossed the finish line...but the 
race to turn Bolingbrook into a successful eae ates 
center of commerce pulled into the ~~~ os 
stretch this week. : 
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SOME ROUGH spots came. Local 
developer Gurrie Rhoads was not satis- 
fied with the way the Bolingbrook board 
had put the Old Chicago deal together. 

Rhoads, who controls all the vacant 
property from Ill. Rt. 53 to where his 
Quadrangle shops and office complex is 
built, and also the Prairie Mountain ' 
amusement area, has had several dis- 
putes with village officials recently. 

Among other things, he asked officials 
to recognize that they were providing 
money and assistance to a stranger from 
another state (who was recently convicted 
of bank fraud) while they were collecting 
money from Prairie Mountain and threat- 
ening to close it. 

When his complaints were ignored, 
Rhoads filed suit. Once his misgivings 
were aired to his satisfaction, he with- 
drew the suit and allowed the proceed- 
ings to continue. . = 

Continue to where? It’s a good 
question and one that deserves an 


~ answer. 


No one knows for sure. 
‘Surely, there will be additional projects 
announced soon for the Old Chicago 
property besides the car dealer. Several 
prospects are standing and waiting. 
Surely, some use will be proposed for 
the building itself. It has not surfaced 
yet, however, and the smart money is on 
demolition. ‘ 
Surely, the Dominick's shopping cen- 
ter will attract a clutch of high quality 
retail tenants, to everyone’s delight. 
Surely, these new car dealers will be 
successful and bring lots of sales tax 
money to the village treasury, as well as 
good service to their local customers. 


SURELY, THE development of the 
important piece north of Eagle will 
become a high class asset to the” 
Bolingbrook business community. Sure- 
ly, Bolingbrook is destined to very shortly 
become the retail center for all the I-55 


communities. 

The handsome new spec building near 
the Bolingbrook Medical Center will 
gradually be filled with business tenants. 
The Merci Medical Center on the north 
side of town, just starting construction, 
will be busy soon after its first building is 
complete. 


‘There are many more such projects at 
some stage of development — many 
more people who are looking at the area 
and laying their plans. : 


Those grand plans are hard to get in 
focus. Many people will settle for success 
in a few smaller doses. Take the success 
of Prairie Fields Restaurant (nee Mr. 
Quick), one of the tiny handful of local 
businesses that has ever been expanded. 
Nick says that by Thanksgiving he'll have 
the place transformed into a full-menu 
family restaurant that seats more than 
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Nick’s promises were shaped with 
concrete this week. Dominick’s is just 
‘pushing dirt around. The other big 
dealers are still pushing papers. But it’s 
coming. It’s really coming. 

This week’s activity was a rehearsal, 
played in boring offices about empty 
fields (and one empty, useless building). 
Next time, and next time, we’ll more 
easily see the images arise from the 
conference table. 
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One develop. 
to village ince 


Not everyone was pleased with the 
proposal that would allow the village of 
Bolingbrook to give financial incentives 
to developers of Old Chicago. 

Gurrie Rhoads, for one, had several 
questions that disturbed him, questions 
that he felt he hadn’t gotten answers on. 
“So, the local developer who built the 


Quadrangle shopping center and Prairie - 
~ Mountain amusement center in Boling- 


brook filed suit to get the answers. 

The suit was filed last Friday, but has 
since been withdrawn, following conver- 
sations Rhoads had with members of 
Bolingbrook’s LDC, @ group that 
conceived the Old Chicago economic 
incentive plan. 

At the heart of Rhoads’ complaint is 
the feeling of unfairness he has. 

‘How fair is it for the village to 
subsidize one kind of commercial devel- 
opment and make charges on another 


. without some kind of well thought out 


and well-stated statement,’’ Rhoads 
asks. . 


In June, the village threatened to shut 
down Prairie Mountain because the . 
developer owed some $115,000 to the 
village for public improvements. Three 
months later, the village proposes to give 
$300,000 to a car dealer to open a lot on 
Old Chicago property. The Prairie Moun- 
tain issue continues to be tied up in the 
courts and, Rhoads acknowledges, ‘‘a 
thorn in everyone's side,”’. 


Rhoads says he withdrew his suit 
because he did not want to block the 
village/Levy purchase of six acres of Old 
Chicago parking lot, a buy that was to be 
finalized last Monday (see separate 
story). ? es 

He still has questions, though, ones 
that were outlined in the quo warranto 
court complaint. Rhoads clarifies that his 
suit did not allege wrong doing on the 
part of the village, but requested judicial 
review of the legal means by which the 
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INVITATION TO PRESS CONFERENCE 


TO: ALL MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 


FROM: ROBERT L. KOLODZIEJ, VILLAGE MANAGER 
TELEPHONE: (312) 759-0410 


DATE: JANUARY 30, 1986 


OLD CHICAGO REDEVELOPMENT 
You are hereby invited to attend a press conference 
to be held at the Village of Bolingbrook, Village Hall, 
located at 375 W. Briarcliff Road, Bolingbrook, Illinois 


at 10:00 a.m. on Monday, February 3, 1986. This press 


conference has been called regarding the redevelopment of 
the Old Chicago site including the demolition of the 
building known as Old Chicago and which had operated as an 
indoor amusement park with certain other ancillary uses. 

Present will be the Mayor and Village Board of 
Trustees of the Village of Bolingbrook, the members of the 
Bolingbrook Local Development Corporation, Mr. Wence Cerne 
from I. C. Industries and representatives from the 
demolition contractor. 

The redevelopment of Old Chicago is an exciting 


opportunity for the Village of Bolingbrook and I. C. 


375 W. Briarcliff Road 
Bolingbrook, IL 60439 
(312) 759-0400 


Industries in providing a new economic hub in our 
community located at the intersection of Interstate 55 and 


Robert L. Bailey 
Village President 


Route 53. 


(Paso Orel Kbb 


Bonnie S. Austgen 
Village Clerk 


During this press conference, we will be unveiling 
the new development plans for this site, which is located 
jivePeclesliy in the Chicago metropolitan area. This site 
will have even greater economic potential due to the 
construction of the proposed North/South Tollway also 
proposed to intersect at I-55 in the Village of 


Bolingbrook. 
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cc: President and Board of Trustees ; 
Members of the Local Development Corporation J ae 
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‘% The year of 1982 *% 


January, 1982 

* Speculators looking for a place to 
establish a gambling casino in the state 
propose Old Chicago as a logical site. 
Meanwhile, the village remains confident 
that LaPrade and associates will finalize 
their buy, but nothing comes of it. 
February, 1982 

* Bolingbrook absolutely refuses to 
entertain the notion that Old Chicago 
ae a gambling casino. ‘‘No, no, 
no ” 
April, 1982 

¢ ‘‘Retail center’ is all that anyone will 
say about the building’s future. Rumors 
are denied that the current buyers aren’t 
paying their monthly rent to IC. 


June, 1982 

¢ Buyer Charles Woods of California 
has until the end of the month to pick up 
his option on Old Chicago. 

e In the meantime, the dome hits the 
auction block. Some 140 bid packets are 
mailed out, but the auction is cancelled 
when no qualified bids come in. Suggest- 
ed opening bid: $5.4 million. 


Summer, 1982 . 

°The village adopts a restrictive 
demolition ordinance to discourage talk 
by IC of tearing down the building. ‘‘We 
still want a buyer,’’ is the village 
sentiment. 
October, 1982 

© Charles Woods quietly lets his option 
expire by not paying the $100,000 
monthly rent to hold the building. 

® Reports of deteriorating roof and 
structural damage surface, particularly if 
IC decides not to heat the building over 
on winter, a move opposed by village 


November, 1982 

¢ Village demolition rules and regs are 
hauled out and new sections added that 
would make demolition cost-prohibitive. 
‘Maybe this will make them think twice 
before demolishing Old Chicago,’’ says 
mayor Ed Rosenthal. 


* The year of 1983 * 


January, 1983 

© Demolition bids sit on the desks of IC 
officials, but a prospective buyer give the 
building a stay of execution. 


Mid-winter, 1983 

¢ The fire protection system is turned 
off. A ticket is issued to IC by the fire 
department for code violation. The 
sprinkler system is not turned back on 
and is reportedly being partially dis- 
mantled. 

July, 1983 

e A growing tide of sentiment rises to 
raze Old Chicago. 

For the first time, village trustees show 
little interest in saving the building, but 
officials find themselves in a bind. 

On the other hand, putting the building 
in dry dock by turning off the fire 
sprinkler system violates village codes. 
On the other hand, resistance to dry- 
docking by the village may encourage 
demolition by IC. 

Trustees Roger Claar and Jim Meyer 
say, ‘‘Who cares?’’ 

Mayor Ed Rosenthal says, ‘‘Why give 
up? It doesn’t cost the village anything to 
try to keep selling the building.’’ 
September, 1983 

© Two men are arrested breaking into 
Old Chicago. Police acknowledge a 
growing and persistent problem with 
vandals at the boarded up amusement 
park. 

November, 1983 
¢ The continual problem with tres- 


naceers leads to a proposal bv IC to put 


... Old 


barbed wire fencing around the property. 
It’s refused by the village’s ZBA, which 


& The year of 1984 % 


Winter, 1984 

¢ There’s no heat, except between IC, 
which wants to tear down the building, 
and the village, which is trying to delay 
demolition with hopes of finding a buyer. 

Literally dozens, if not hundreds, of 
speculators have toured the boarded up 
building over its closed years, but the 
village is gunshy of announcing buyers in 
the wake of so many earlier disappoint- 
ments. 


June, 1984 

A Missouri gentleman and land specu- 
lator specializing in ‘‘distressed proper- 
ties,’ C.L. Carr, puts some money down, 
signs a purchase agreement with IC 
Industries, and is introduced around 
town with optimism. 

The undisclosed purchase price is 
estimated at close to $3 million, not much 
higher than the original price of the land 
alone. 

Carr does not say what he’Il do with the 
building except to promise that it will be 
glittery — perhaps an entertainment 
capital. 


July, 1984 
A shocked Bolingbrook learns that 


option-holder C.L. Carr is convicted of 
bank fraud in Arkansas, stemming from 
‘sham loans’ to get money in names of 
friends when Carr was not credit worthy. 

No one in Bolingbrook or at IC 
Industries knew about Carr’s legal pro- 
blems and pending conviction on charges 
of bank fraud. 

Other than ‘‘No comment,’’ sources 
close to the Missouri land speculator say 
that Carr’s conviction will not stop his 
purchase of Old Chicago. 


August, 1984 

© Despite a conviction for bank fraud, 
buyer C.L. Carr is moving quickly to 
convert Old Chicago into useful property. 
Local developer Bill Palmer is his agent. 

It seems that Carr’s plan is to demolish 
the building and subdivide the land. One 
car dealer is said to be interested in 
buying a piece of the land. 


*« The year of 1985 % 


September, 1985 

© Car dealer Joe Levy buys a corner of 
Old Chicago property, thus sealing the 
prospect that the building will be leveled 
ao the land can be sold for other things. 

The property is officially labeled 
“blighted’’ by village ordinance. The 
leads worth more than the building, say 

ciate 


Chicago’s story 


doesn’t want the place to look like 
“‘Stateville North.’’ 


The village acts as middle man in the 
sale, putting up some $300,000 so’ Levy ~ 
can afford the property. Levy will repay 
the village its investment through credits 
for the sales taxes Levy’s auto dealer- 
ships bring the village. 

IC Industries still owns the rest of the 
property, but C.L. Carr maintains that 
he’s still going to take it off the hands of 
the conglomerate. 


January, 1985 

© The dome may not be doomed after 
all, says Bill Palmer. For six months 
every would-be buyer has talked - of 
turning the building into an entertain- 
ment/assembly facility. ‘‘An indoor 
Poplar Creek’’ is one suggestion. 

But no one has put up any money. C.L. 
Carr technically still holds an option, but 
is not actively marketing the property. 


(continued on page 9 ) 


BASEBALL 


(ee 


. 


SCHNEIDER ELECTR 


Fast Professional | 
120 N. Bolingbrook Dr. 1 
Bolingbrook 
(312) 739-1710 


BOUGHTON SQUARE ANIi 


PLEASE CALL FOR APP 
352 WN. Schmidt Rd. 


ls Pleased To Announce © 


Laurie A. Martin 


As Associate Vete 


Alen Reoinnine Wedne 


{continued from page " 


June, 1985 

* The steady stream of ‘detasiites 
buyers now includes Elliott Glassner, 
owner of Keystone and Stroud realty 
companies. 

® The LDC says it won't accept any 
buyer without a specific plan to turn the 
building into a convention center site that 
would attract hotels and related facilities. 
Glassner speaks of a warehouse opera- 
tion, and disappears. 


July, 1985 


® Village and IC agree to demolish the 


dome. C.L. Carr has until July 31, 1985 to 
come up with the purchase price or 
demolition orders are signed. 

The site is to be aed and ready to 
sell off in pieces. 


August, 1985 

* The final attempt to sell Old Chicago 
fizzles. No option is picked up. While the 
sands ran out, Old Chicago’s weathered 
carcass is being stripped of whatever 
portable values remain. 

Mayor Bob Bailey salvages used 
Christmas tree decorations, the flume 
ride fountain, and passle of souvenirs 
and equipment still left under the dome. 

The lions escape the mayor, and end 
up at Bolingbrook Auto Centre, still on 
property once part of Old Chicago. 
November, 1985 

* Demolition is pending, but county 
board chairman John Annerino makes 
one more bid to save the building. He 


wants to sell it to the People’s Republic of ~ 


China for an international trade center. 

Annerino is taking former LDC presi- 
dent Frank Rousseau with him to China 
to seal the deal. 


December, 1985 

© Politicians intervene long enough to 
give John Annerino time to go to China 
and sell the property for a trade center, 
much to mayor Bob Bailey’s dismay. 

Annerino does not return with a signed 
contract and cash, but he claims to have a 
letter of intent from the Chinese to buy 
the building. 


Ir tpit) )~=CONGREGATION 
ug BETH SHALOM 


1433 N. Main St. 
Naperville 


Rabbi Michael Remson 
Office 961-1818 


Religious School 
Pre K-High School 
Fri. Eve. Service 8 p.m. 


FIRST CLASS 
: LETTER & PARCEL SERVICES, INC. 
: 8280 Janes © Woodndge 60517 


(83rd & Janes) 


: (312) 985-5544 
* Services Available x 
UPS Shipping & Receiving 
* Private Mail Box rental 
* Moving, Packing & Shipping 
Cartons ° 
* Photo Copies ° 
* Postage Stamps , 


*& STATE OF ILLINOIS * 


License Remitting Agent 


. 


Peewee erereseas 


; (Auto, Truck, Trailer, Motorcycles, etc.) 
b4 * Vehicle Registration 

° * License Plate Stickers 

. ¢ Titles 

. ¢ Transfers 


¢ Replace Lost or Damaged Plates 


—HOURS— : 
Mon. thru Thurs. 8 am-7 pm : 
Fri Bam-50m Sat Ram-4nm ° 
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A toast to Old Chicago in the Beer Garden. 


* The year of 1986 % 


January, 1986 

e John Annerino hopes to bring the 
1992 World’s Fair to Will County and 
suggests Old Chicago as a possible site, 
while still contending that the People’s 
Republic of China also wants to buy it. 

© A week later, the village signs the 
actual demolition order. 


February, 1986 

¢ Village hosts a ‘‘media event’’ to 
persuade the world that demolition of Old 
Chicago is a fresh start. 

A model depicting hypothetical 
development of the property with a 
variety of uses is shown by the LDC, but 
there are no ‘‘hot prospects.”’ 

John Annerino nearly steals the 
thunder from the village by showing his 
letter of intent from the Chinese to the 
television cameras. 

To convince Annerino that no one is 
willing to listen to his suggestions, an 
exierior wail is knocked down on the 
building, denying its use for anything, 
once and for all. 


March, 1986 

Piles of rubble grow along Rt. 53 just 
south of I-55 as Old Chicago’s walls 
tumble. 


April, 1986 

©The dome quietly sinks into the 
sunset with absolutely no fanfare. 

© By the end of the month, not a trace 
of the former amusement park remains, 
but memories. 


The End 


PROFESSIONAL CENTER OF | 
433 N. Bolingbrook Drive e Indian Oaks Sho 


GENERAL DENTISTRY SP 
Carl Henley, D.D.S. " 


Gary Lippincott, D.D.S. End 
Susan Penniston, D.D.S. fea 
Gary Rodgers, D.D.S. hea 

Karen Scott, D.D.S. 


_. © General Anesthesia and Nitrous Oxide 


womcore PORCELAIN VENEERS NOW AVAILABLE FOR 
_759-4191 


Day and Ev: 
Weekdays, 


- = 
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Mr. Roberts Schoc 
MOTHERS DAY : 


April 22, 23, 24 (Tues, Wed., Thurs.)/ 29, 30 8 


SHAMPOO SET 


ZOTOS PROFESSIONAL PERMS - 


HAIRSHAPING {inciudes Shampoo... .. . 
SHAMPOO & SET (Twes., Wed., Thurs.) .. . . 
SHAMPOO & SET (Fri. & Sat)... 2... 


Mr. 
School of I 


_ 512 N. Frontage 


FORMERLY TOTU 2 


97% 


Bolingbrook Animal Ho 
HEALTHY TEETH — HE: 


Keep your dog's teeth heaithy and dog to | 
add years to its lifespan. The mouth cottonsv 
is a breeding ground for bacteria. soft toot 
Treo hartoria die harden and adhere the ares 


brook collapsing at each end 


: a ROS a we [Photos by Phil Medalis} 
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get OK for union, too 


Over the months 
dispatchers sou 
recognition for th 
were granted no salary increas 
other employees received rai 
start of the village’s fiscal y 


Two disputed and Municipal E 
Bolingbrook vil 
employees have been settled. 

issues concerned retroactive raises 
oyees and recognition of a 
of employees that wished to 


The village will now volun 
nize the Public Works 
decision to join AFSCME. 
merican Federation of State, County 


labor issues between 


mployees, an affiliate of 
lage and union 


that the clerks and 


ght and finally won 
When public works employees meet at 


e bargaining table to negotiate their 
next contract, they will do so with union 
representatives. The current Public 
pires May 1 of this year. 
year, clerical staff and 
ers formed their collective 
unit and affiliated with 


works contract ex 
age and AFSCME now agree 
se employees will receive three 
the board salary increases 
May 1, the fiscal year start. 


police dispatch 


~ / The Met resruary 13, 1986 


percent across- 


SS 


The village had Originally argued that a 
Salary increase for employees that were 
requesting collection bargaining should 
wait until the salary and benefit package 
were negotiated. 


Village officials say now that the 
settlement of these two Points should 
make for a ‘‘more harmonious working 
relationship with the management and 
staff of Bolingbrook.’ 
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” into a commercial a 


: by Jane Lelugas 
It will be out with the ‘‘old’’ and in 


---with the new at the Old Chicago site, 


located on Route 53 just south of the 
1-55 interchange in Bolingbrook. 

Formal plans for the demolition of 
the 490,000-square-foot structure, 
which formerly housed the nation’s 
first indoor amusement park, were 
announced at a press conference 
held at Bolingbrook Village Hall on 
Monday. 

Brandenberg Demolition, Inc., of 
Chicago, will begin the process 
within the next week, first -by dis- 
mantling and removing any salvage- 
able items still left within the build- 
ing, and then continuing the demoli- 
tion with cranes and wrecking balls. 
No explosives will be used, accord- 
ing to Village Manager Robert 
Kolodziej. 

Demolition should be completed 
within two to three months, he esti- 
mated. 

Though the decision to go ahead 
with the demolition has been made, 
it was not an easy one for Village of- 
ficials to make, according to Village 
President Robert Bailey. 

“One of the problems we’ve had 
over the years with Old Chicago was 
that it was such an attractive build- 
ing that it was really hard to let go. 
People would see old Chicago and 
say ‘there has to be a use for this 
building,’’’ said Bailey. 

The Old Chicago operation went 
bankrupt in 1980 and then closed in 
1981, after six years of high operat- 
ing costs and few customers. 

The Village of Bolingbrook led an 
aggressive, six-year campaign to 
find a new buyer and a new use for 
the property, but to no avail. Though 
over 20 options were considered for 
the site, including a factory-direct 
outlet mall, a gambling casino and a 
hospital, none of the proposals ma- 
terialized. 

“It is time to take Old Chicago 


down,” said Village President Ro- 


bert Bailey. hgal have rhe oh to 
_find a new use, 
~ one-use building.” 

That use, according to Bailey, 
might have worked had it come ten 
years later, with easier highway ac- 
cess to the property available. 

Village officials believe that the 
demolition of Old Chicago is not an 
end, but a new beginning. 

Village officials, along with repre- 
sentatives from the Bolingbrook 
Local Development Corporation 
(LDC) and IC Industries, the owner 
of the Old Chicago property, have 
proposed what they say is a better 
alternative — Old Chicago Park. 

The plans call for a commercial, 
light industrial and office complex, 
where buildings would be designed 


‘in a campus-like setting across’ the 


57 acres available for development. 

Village officials said they are ex- 
cited about: the* possibilities the re- 
development could bring to the area, 
but stressed that no committments 
have been made yet, and a de- 
veloper would have to be found who 
would be willing to pursue the plan. 
IC Industries has stated it is not in 
the development business. 

Bolingbrook Auto Centre, which 
will house at least three dealerships 
once it is completed, has already 
opened for business on the northeast 
portion of the proposed complex. 

Jeff Entratter, dealership manager 
and co-owner, was_ enthusiastic 
about the plans for redevelopment. 

“I believe this will be the next — 
Downers Grove-Naperville,’’ said 
Entratter. 

James Cox, president of the BLDC, 
described the parcel as a ’’fine piece 
of inventory” as well as a ‘‘keystone 
and cornerstone’”’ of the community. 

Its location along I-55 should make 
the property even more attractive 
once FAP 431, the proposed north- 
south tollway, which should be under 
construction by summer, is complet- 
ed, according to Kolodziej. 


Annerino still trying 
to save Old Chicago 


Demolition is not progress. 

Not in this case, according to John 
Annerino, Will County Board Chair- 
man. Annerino has spent the last 
three months trying to negotiate the 
sale of the Old Chicago property to 
Chinese officials, who are interested 
in locating an international trade 
center in the area, the first of its 
kind in the United States. 

Annerino said that Chinese offi- 
cials were still looking for a U.S. 
partner for the $32,000,000 trade cen- 
ter. 

“It is still a viable deal,’’ he told 
those gathered at Bolingbrook’s Vil- 
lage Hall on Monday to hear plans 
for demolition of the approximate 11- 
acre facility. 

Village President Robert Bailey 


contended that it would probably 
cost more money to renovate the 
building than to tear it down and 
start from scratch. 

“To renovate the building as it 
stands now I feel would be totally 
impossible,”’ Bailey commented. 

“Nothing’s impossible,’’ Annerino 


~ countered, adding that the former in- 


door amusement park structure was 
not a ‘‘one-use’’ building. 

“In the event that this thing (a 
sale) does materialize in the next 
couple of weeks, we certainly will 
look at it,’’ said Bailey. 

If Old Chicago is torn down before 
negotiations are completed, An- 
nerino said that he would then iook 
for other sites within Will County for 
the proposed Chinese trade center. 
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REFERENCE 


For those who remember the inside of Old Chicago, and for those 
who do not, this may be one of the last glimpses Bolingbrook resi- 
dents will get before the structure is dismantled and demolished. 


p 


Village President Robert Bailey, top left, Village Manager Robert 
Kolodziej, front center, and Wence Cerne, vice president of 1.C. In- 
dustries, were among the officials present at Monday's press con- 
ference to answer questions about the demolition of Old Chicago, 
scheduled to occur over the next few months, as well as the rede- 
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velopment of the site. 
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. Bolingbrook’s _ Village 
President Edward Rosenthal 
received a nice birthday pre- 
sent Friday night, and the 
rest of the Village received 
quite a pleasant surprise a8 
well, when it was announced 
at the annual dinner of the 
Chamber of Commerce that 
Old Chicago had’ been sold 
that day. 8 ae ee 
C.L; Carr, a developer 
_ from Springfield, Mo., ap- 
peared at the dinner to con- 
- firm that he had signed a 
-eontract that day with Ic 
Equities, subsidiary of IC In- 
dustries, to purchase the Old 
Chicago building, which has 
been closed since 1980. 
Barbara Kattermann, Ex- 
ecutive Director of the Bol- 
ingbrook Local Development 
Corporation (BLDC), intro- 
-< duced Carr. to the’ dinner 
- guests, and stated that a 
- eontract had been signed on 
~~ an as-is’ basis for the prop- 
erty. i’ 


iy Carr, who reportedly deals 
in. “distressed’* properties, _. 


i 
Jaap 
bia! was said to have a success- 


nfs Wednesday, June 20, 1984 


9 


Carr had not disclosed his 
plans to IC Industries.. He 
called the sale a simple real 
estate transaction." ¢ 

Although no one is certain 


“ ‘ : Bolingbrook Edition 


“Volume 22, No. 25-60 pas 
hicago purchased, | 
not determi 


_ most 
#: ect; 


of the selling price, specula- . 


tion placed it at 
$4,000,000, since an earlier 


vattempt to auction the prop- 


erty failed to elicit a single - 
bid at the starting price of . 
Mrs. Kattermann said on é 
Monday _ that 
properties that are vacant, . 
or are viable businesses, but 


about - of the BLDC as. 
organization, ~~ 


oe? 


cry 'CACGS 
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“property. He said she’ was 


the person who had to do 
of the work on the proj- 
and’ she ‘deserved a 
great deal of credit for it. He’ 
also noted that the creation . 
a “hybrid” © 
combining — 
business and government. 
‘members, had also assisted 


_in completing the project. — 


This week, Mrs. .Katter- 


- mann said that Carr is cur-_ 


some of which appear to be_ E 


“On the way out.’’ She said. 
he then 


them afterward. 


The full contract, with . 


“turns. them ~ data on retailing and enter- 
around,” sometimes selling. tginment. 9 9 


Carr “buys. rently gathering — national 


marketing ' information «in. 
order to determine a use for 
Old Chicago. The informa- ~*~ 
tion being gathered includes 


Previously, one of the most. : 
frequently-discussed uses for 


money down, was signed. ‘the building was a combina-. 
Friday, even though Carr’s — Hon Mortipeice’® fekallfotinter” - 


plans for. the property were’ for the shop area, and an-en- |. 


not final, she said. ‘‘His first. 
priority was to get control 
the use,’? Mrs.« Kattermann - 
She admitted that 


i 


he did” 


purchase. of. 


Pe | |} 


what he would . 


of 3. eit 
: center of th 
the property, then figure out. 4 concerts and 


“have some idea before the 590,000 square 


“tertainment facility in the _ 


e building for . 
é similar activi- oer 
ties. ‘The’ property would: be ~~ _ 


able to handle that type of 


use, since’ the building’ is ~ 
feet, and the — 


total ‘measures’ 57 
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“fire last Tuesday morning at 341 Lyons dr., Bolingbrook. 


According to Fire Department ‘reports; 
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BATTLING BLAZE: > Bolingbrook’ firefighters-work 
der control during 
(172 N. Ashbury ave. Al-.. 
ed heavy fire and. smoke Cr 


- to bring 


William Perkins, 29, of Bol- 


Bolingbrook. .. - 

According to.a spokesman 
for the State’s Attorney’s of- 
fice, Perkins was sentenced 


“year term, which will start 
in two weeks. e 

Perkins and Douglas 
creek road,’ Bolingbrook, 
charged with arson and con- 
spiracy after - Bolingbrook 
firefighters extinguished two 
separate fires at: 17 Elm 


court, one which. apparently 


2 


y-Stereo short-circuit. 
causes dwelling fire \ 


SEN Ay. 9 deans 17 


the blaze un 
Wednesday's house fire a 
though the house sustain 
damage, thére were no injuries. in the incident...» 


ingbrook, received a five- 
year prison sentence June 4 

after pleading ‘guilty to al 
charge of arson,.stemming.. 
from a Jan. 25 fire at his 
residence on Elm court in - 


by Judge \Pistilli to the five- — 


Hamilton, 20, 309 B Wood-. 


(Photo by Pat Van Doren): 


last’. 


$f 
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_ Arson guilty plea 
nets five-year term | 


had been started between 
the garage and the kitchen 


and one in an upstairs bath- 
room. > 


Shortly after the blaze,. 
Perkins reported that sev- . 
eral items had been taken | 
from the 


set the fire. 


After an investigation, Bol- 
arrested — 
Hamilton on 3° 


ingbrook police — 
Perkins and 
charges that they had re- 
moved the items from. the: 


residence and set the fire oe 


themselves. Damage to the 
dwelling “was. estimated at 
$18,000. gee ied 
Hamilton has not yet been. 
tried on the charges. filed © 
against him. iter diate iba’, 


A short-circuit ina stereo is named as the ‘cause of a house 


sustained in other rooms in the house. 


» ‘There were no injuries in the blaze, 
“mated $3,000 damage to the residence. 


Ee, 4 
pie # se 


Mwiee je 


F ean 


hos Sees 


which caused an esti- 


“was 
i Le 


Coles: 


' conducting a 


residence and. 
claimed that a burglar had 
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uit: : 


Florence Migler a 
summoned the aid ‘of firefighters when the blaze spread to 
‘the stereo cabinet and surrounding carpet. Actual fire dam-_ 


age was confined to the living room, but smoke damage was sat the Chambe 
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ful history of buying 


Carr told the crowd at the 
dinner that he was still con- 
sidering various uses for the 
property, and was currently” 
. marketing 
study. He added that he ex- 
pected the facility to be open’ 
within nine months. 

Len Carlman, president of 
IC Equities, confirmed on) 
Monday that a contract has 
been signed. with Carr. He 


 ~ gtated that’his company had 


been negotiating with Carr 
over a period of several 
months. — . 


The ‘purchase price is a ; 


“matter of confidence,’’ said. 
‘Cariman. He added 
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> C.L. Carr, (center) the new owner of Old Chicago, was introdu 
dinner held last Friday, ; 
Local Development Corpora- 
and BLDC president William. 


ong 


said to have a success- © “have some icea 
both = 
«) commercial and apartment, 
- properties which were ins 
~ 4trouble | and turning them 
ide Vito money-making opera 

APS +292 tions.) = Na ; 


the 


saying _ his 


that 


r of Commerce annual 
Edward Rosenthal 
director Barbara 
the background. 


purchase of what he would. 


like to do with it, but she de- 
‘clined to discuss. it furth er, 
plans. might. 


change. =. iitng 


- William Palmer, president 
of the BLDC, addressing the 


dinner guests last Friday, 
said everyone. would be 


‘working hard to make Old - 
‘Chicago something positive. ~ 
He added later that Carr had .. 
passed the most ‘stringent © 


credit’ checks which Ic in- 
dustries had ordered. 
Palmer® also noted that 
Carr was the only propective 
purchaser who was abie to 
come up with the money for 


the building, without having 


to borrow it. 
Palmer praised the efforts 
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(right). Bolingbrook: 
Kattermann is at left, 
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Although board members _ 


of the BLDC were not willing. 


_ was among the possible uses 
being considered. © , 


4 7 

Closing “on. the | property 
sale -is scheduled 90 days 
from last Friday. Carr: is 
scheduled ‘to return to Bol- 
ingbrook later this — week, 


with some of his “key peo- : 


ple,” according to Palmer, 
for further discussions and . 


to list the discount retail | 
sales and entertainment cen- 
ter as the top choice for Old - 
Chicago, they did admit it: 


. 


’ 


planning sessions. A . 


Palmer said the BLDC will 
continue to work with, Carr 
and assist him in any way 
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IT’S IN THE STARS” : 


IDAY-SUNDAY © APRIL 18, 19, 20 Ree 
During Mall Hours at 7 


..« Old Chicago’s story 


* The year of 1978 * 


January, 1978 

© Following the $6 million revitaliza- 
Gon of the amusement area, the mall 
undergoes new ‘‘zoning'’ to group spe- 
Galty shops together under eight new 
themes 
May, 1978 

¢ The assessed valuation of Old Chi- 
cago is reduced by the state's Property 
Tax Appeal Board, from $6.6 million to $4 
million. 

The reduction stems from an appeal by 
the owners that they are just barely 
surviving. 

The tax reduction might help business, 
but loca] taxing bodies, especially Valley 
View school district, is expected to be hit 
severely by the tax cut, and the district 
may seek legal recourse. 

* Rumors also circulate that (the first) 
buyer’s negotiating for the purchase of 
the property, with an estimated purchase 
and rehab cost of $40 million. 


Wickoel’s 


June, 1978 

© Jaycees have to defend themselves 
against citizen complaints about holding 
the annual fireworks display at Old 
Chicago. It's not comfortable, say resi- 
dents, who also indicate that they don't 
care to do anything that might also 
benefit the park. Jaycee president Tom 
Delaney answers that since Old Chicago 
picks up part of the tab, the Jaycees can 
put on a bigger fireworks show at the 
amusement park. 


August, 1978 

* First of the shut-downs. Old Chicago 
is closed to the general public on 
Mondays and Tuesdays, though it can 
open for large groups such as company 
outings which rent the park for the day. 
October, 1978 

‘Contrary to rumors, Old Chicago is 
not evicting its merchants or converting 
the facility into a sports complex,’’ Bays 
Dick Evans (another new management 
person). 


AUTOMOTIVE, INC. 


Naperville Rd. at Thackeray 


(at Clow Airport) 


° Complete Auto Repair Services * Draw-Tite Trailer Hitches 


Appointment May Be Necessary 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 85:30, Sot. 8-1 


(312) 759-5889 


GET IT INSTALLED RIGHT! 
TOM MEERE 


Installed Home Improvements 


™ Pan Call For 
ch 759-5794 (Home) Free Estimate 
No 2LOUIS JOLIET MALL 
3340 Mal! Loop Drive Joliet, 1L. 60435 
(815) 439-2200 [Store] 
1 (800) 642-5170 [Store)} 
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fencing 
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OUTH COMMONS MALL fe 


MERICA’S BEST-KNOWN PSYCHICS- , 


ernationally Acclaimed IRENE HUGHES 
* MARLENA, the Rock Lady ioe 
* CAROLE DOSS, Palmist 
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*& The year of 1979 


February, 1979 

° A fire in the Old Chicago Tobac: 
Company is doused quickly after tobac: 
goes up in smoke as it is being dried | 
electric heaters. There are no sprinkle: 
in the storage area where the tobacco 
dried. 

March, 1979 

° The management team rethinks th 
shopping mall. Namely, all the stores a: 
shifted to the front area near tt 
entrance. 

¢ Meanwhile, management also denic 
low attendance during winter month: 
Claiming that the concerts and week! 
discos keep bringing in customers. 
May, 1979 

* Another new game plan for Ol} 
Chicago, this time the suggestion that 
bowling alley and theaters be added. 

A management spokesman admits fc 
the first time that amusement rides an 
shopping might not be compatible ~ 
thus the notion of adding more recre 
ational kinds of facilities to the mall ares 
July, 1979 

* The professional fireworks displa 
that Old Chicago hires in lieu of th 
Jaycees blows up in their faces literal) 
when a spark ignites all the bombs an. 
bursts prematurely. Only one technicia: 
suffers first and second degree burns, is 
addition to minor injuries to a 6-year-old 
but most of the crowd is safe behin< 
barricades. 

* Admission to the Fun Factory is n 
longer cheaper. People have to pay th: 
full freight to get into the park even i 
they just want to take their 5-year-old t 
the Kiddy Fun Factory. 


* The year of 1980 * 


January, 1980 

* Old Chicago announces plans to 
construct new concert stage with a new 
three-way sound system for its ‘‘Live at 
Old Chicago’’ concert series. They want 
to ‘create @ more acoustically-perfect 
sound system. . ."’ as if the concerts 
would just go on forever. 

March, 1980 

* OLD CHICAGO SHUT FOREVER 

Work begins to dismantle the amuse. 
ment rides. Shops can remain open for 
some time. Some will. Most won't 

Foreclosure proceedings are filed by IC 
Industries actually against itself as a 
general partner of Old Chicago Towne 
Partners. 

Officials say that the foreclosure and 
shut-down-is a move to help sel] the 
property for another use. In fact, negoti- 
ations with potential buyers have started, 
officials report. 

An IC.spokesman states privately that 
IC might be willing to take a loss of as 
much as $13 million to sell off Old 
Chicago. 

May, 1980 

°‘‘Largest Indoor Park Becomes 
Largest Discount Mali.’’ 

* A contract to buy Old Chicago is 
signed to turn the world’s largest indoor 
nied into America’s largest factory outlet 
mall. 

Outlet mall investors, headed by Roy 
Cohn, board chairman of Weber Cohn 
and Riley advertising and public relations 


[continued on page 5 ] 


OF DUM Ear eee 
Don't go blaming 
yourself... 
don't go hungry... 
don't go on like this! 

Go instead to 
Weight Control 
Workshop. 


Classes MONDAY 8 pm 
St Benedict's Episcopal Church 


met 6/2/84 ?. 


Elliott sentenced to prison 


for local real estate scam 


The man who was known as the real 
estate ace around Bolingbrook, the owner 
of the local limo — Bolingbrook’s own 
millionaire, — was sentenced to a year 
and a day last Friday by a federal judge. 

Jim Elliott was convicted a month ago 
in connection with defrauding the 
Veterans and Federal Housing adminis- 
tration home loan programs. He was 
found guilty of 10 counts of mail fraud 
and nine counts of filing false statements 
with the federal government. 

Elliott used relatives. to buy seven 
Bolingbrook houses by lying on low- 
interest loan applications from the 
federal government. 

In sentencing Elliott, U.S. district court 
judge Susan Getzendanner made note 
that she had received a letter from a 
deputy director of the Federal Home 
Loan Bank Board claiming that Elliott 
also ‘‘single-handedly. brought down 
Manning Savings and Loan.”’ 

U.S. Attorney Robert Briesblatt, chief 
prosecutor in the case, also outlined 
grand jury investigations into Elliott’s 
financial and real estate involvements, as 
well as those of his wife, the former Judy 
Pilot, another Bolingbrook real estate 
salesman. 

The couple now lives in Naperville with 
their seven-month-old daughter. 


Jim 
Elliott 


& « 


Elliott is also targeted by the Federal 
Savings and Loan Insurance Corp. 
(FSLIC) in a lawsuit which resulted in 
foreclosure of more than $5 million in 
mortgages made to him by Financial 
Savings and Loan Association of Downers 
Grove. That foreclosure forced the sale of 


68 condominiums and single-family. resi- 


dences held by Elliott. 

Elliott was characterized at the sen- 
tencing hearing by the U.S. attorney as a 
man who ‘‘has a lot of knowledge.”’ 

A number of Bolingbrook residents are 
watching the Elliott investigation 
developments closely. It is believed that 
this conviction and sentence is the top of 
an iceberg with implications for local 
people who purchased condominium 
properties as investments in another and 
later of Elliott's schemes. 

Elliott contended in his hearing that he 
was virtually ‘‘wiped out’’ by his credi- 
tors, that he didn’t know what he had 
done was illegal. 

The judge reportedly recalled how 


Elliott amassed a net worth of more than. . 


$12 million by 1982 and as a manic- 
depression personality must never have 
slept as he built his fortune. She said she 
believed Elliott knowingly defrauded and 
abused the federal government programs 


and imposed the year and a day sentence. 


sentence. 


Coleman’s cooking - 


wins Argonne award 


_ Willie D: Coleman of Bolingbrook, 


chief cook at Argonne National Labora- 
tory, received an Outstanding Service 
Award, 
The award consists of an engraved 
plaque plus $1,000, ~ 
Coleman will be honored for his ‘'33 


Se eer Ben eH PN 


| on Lily Cache. 


Located behind 
the Quadrangle 
Shopping Center 


Senior Citizen Discounts 
Nitrous Oxide Sedation 
Cosmetic Dentistry 


tSss9UN. 
ey ‘ih 


‘Money Do 


* Plumbing ® Tools 


© Hardware 


We Make Keys - Cut and 
Thread Pipe - Cut Glass 

Repair Windows and Screens «+ 
Mix Paint 


GENERAL DENTISTRY ~@ 
Randall F. Summers, D.D.S., Ltd. 


& Richard L. Goodman, D.D.S. 
TOOTH BONDING 


Quadrangle Medical Center 
391 Quadrangle Drive Bolingbrook 759-4400 


24 Hour Answering Service 
Saturday & Evening Appointments 


© Housewares _ 


Aa 
ON ROUTE 53 


“Ace is the place 


with the Helpful 


ins 


Hardware Man.”’ 


We are Full Line — 
Full Service Hardware Home Centers 


* Gifts 
“® Lumber 


Garden 
® Electrical 


VISIT OUR RENTAL CENTER IN ROMEOVILLE 


Se FIX ITYOURSELF i): 
RENTING SAVES-MONEY 


PLUS RYDER TRUCKS 


BOLINGBROOK * ROMEOVILLE — 


PHONE (815) 686-5656 


- » « Old Chicago’s story 


[continued from page 4 ] 


firm, promises 100 outlets of brand name 
goods. Sixteen companies have already 
requested leases, he says. 


July, 1980 

° Former merchants of Old Chicago's 
mall sue for $5 million in a 300-age 
lawsuit for money they will lose in sales 
during the time left on their leases at the 
mall and for the cost of relocating. 

Some merchants had as much as 3% 
years left on leases before being pushed 
out the door once the amusement park 
folded. Only four businesses remain in 
the hollowed mall halls: House of Jade, 
Super T’s Inc., Biergarten, and Olde 
Chicago Styling Salon. 

* The village opposes a suggestion to 
board up Old Chicago. 


September, 1980 

© Mid-America developers regretfully 
announce delays in opening their dis- 
count mall. Originally set to open in 
August of 1980, then September, then 
October, they now say not until April of 
1981. 

Rumors are denied that they can’t get 
manufacturers to sign on the dotted lines. 


* The year of 1981 * 
January, 1981 

© The mall stalls. The April opening is 
postponed. The option by mall develop- 
ers to buy Old Chicago actually expired at 
the end of 1980. There is no option 
renewal, though talk of some negotia- 
tions. Mall developers say major manu- 
facturers are interested in becoming 
tenants, but what with high interest 
rates. . .tight money. . . 


March, 1981 

* Mayoral candidate Terry Little whips 
off letters to everyone in the world who 
has anything to do with movies or who 
has ever seen a movie suggesting that 
Old Chicago be sold as a motion 
picture/TV production soundstage. He is 
successful in getting the state of Illinois’ 
film division to come by for a tour of the 
June, 1981 

© Three dogged survivors, the last of 
the mall merchants, use IC to keep the 
building open following an announce- 
ment by IC to shut the place entirely 
down 


It’s costing $50,000 a month just to 
keep the utilities on, among other basic 
expenses, says IC, when it’s only 
collecting $450 a month in rent. Olde 
Chicago Styling is the only one paying 


FOR PERMANENTN 


° Legs ° peer iine * Lip * Chine Eyebrows 
¢ Underarms ¢ Back « Breast 


Tis Cand sad ein Admidicttatinn aA 


rent. Other survivors include House of 
Jade and the Beer Garden. 

Says Beer Garden owner Hans Gliege, 
“Old Chicago may be broke, but IC is a 
big company and they are trying to chisel 
us, those of us who have all of our life 
savings invested here.’’ 


July, 1981 

® Old Chicago is ruled out as the 
Midwest headquarters for the Hollywood 
set. It won’t become a soundstage. The 
state's film division says Old Chicago is 
1) too expensive 2) too big 3) too far 
away from Chicago. 

August, 1981 

° After several postponements, Old 
Chicago is boarded up physically and 
legally and officially. 

But IC Industries and village officials 
assure villagers that several developers, 
including the Mid-America outlet mall 
developers are still interested in pur- 
chase. 

The village’s economic development 
director, Barb Kattermann says that 
boarding up is really not the end, but the 
next step toward getting a new use for 
the building. 

The boards follow the official bank- 
ruptcy of Olde Chicago Towne Partners. 
The building is estimated to be worth $6 
to $10 million, but has $65 million in liens 
against it, says one attorney. 

© Can Bolingbrook survive the Double 
White Elephant Whammy? Old Chicago 
teams up with Chrysler as seven metro 
car dealers hold a marathon sale, pushing 
700 cars over one weekend on the 
grounds of Old Chicago. 


Fall, 1981 

¢ Sometime as leaves were dropping 
from village trees, Mid-America mall 
developers, their saddle bags empty of 
sufficient cash, ride off into the sunset, 
never to be heard from again. 


December, 1981 ; 

* Bolingbrook gets a Christmas pre- 
sent! OLD CHICAGO IS SOLD! 

Within 18 months to two years, say 
new option holders, Old Chicago will 
reopen — as something. They’re not sure 
quite what, but promise beaucoup sales 
tax dollars for the village. 

Buyers include A.T. LaPrade, Harold 
Friend and Roy R. Moore Jr. each of 
whom carry impressive credentials in 
either shopping center development, 
international sales, cattle breeding, or 
selling tires. 

Until the sale closes they’ll pay IC 
Industries an undisclosed amount in 
monthly rent on the closed building with 
purchase and rehab estimated to total $20 
million. 
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[Bidg. behind Que 


Most Foot Problems Can Be 
Corrected In Our Office 
* Bunions * Colluses  * Corns * Wor: 
* Ingrown Toenoils * Surgical Correctior 
Sports Injury Prevention and Treatm: 


Ee M.B. Wolf M.S., A.T.C. 


Certified Athletic Trainer 


FREE inital Cone 


OOOO OOO OOK KKK 
— Specic 
COUNTED ‘¢ 


© 1200 Titles Books/Cha: 
¢ Sudberry House Product: 
¢ Evens 


COUNTLESS 


X 4710-4 Main Street 
x Lisle, Illinois 60532 (31 2) 
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On All D 


A favorite daily entertainer on the 
mall: the organ grinder and his 


coin-snaiching monkey. 


Inside and 


out. Old Chicago depicted the era of 
the 1893 Columbian exposition. 


ome brought stars to Bolingbrook 


-@ Springsteen, Madonna, Cyndi 
r, Hall & Oates never played Old 
70. They came too late. 

many a headliner did tromp 
rh Bolikgbtonk to play a one- 
r at Old Chicago. 

re was, of course, an assorted 
-r af *‘world famous’’ lesser known 
uch as Marshal Brodien’s magic 
p even ran a magic shop on the Old 
zo mall and before moving on to 
u0n's *‘Bozo’s Circus.’’ 
re was loca] magician and escape 
Toen Rosoff, and a host of circuss 
polka bands at the Biergarten, 
be bocal community theatre group 
recnodeled a storefront for its 
mances for a two-year period in the 
770s. 

there were real stars, too. 
of the first and most notorious was 
te fam dancer, Sally Rand, who 
med in September of 1975 and even 
in the Pathways Parade. She 
d to have been age 71 at the time. 
order of appearance and not 
sarily notoriety, here's some of the 
le 


1975 
Bobby Rydell (and 1979) 
Ramsey Lewis Trio 
New Kingstron Trio 

PP Cochran & CC riders 


Buffalo Bob Smith, without Howdy 
Doody, appeared to ask, “OK, gang, 


Chewbacca, and C3p0 


1979 
Chubby Checker (The Twist) 


Soap Operafest — Stars of ‘‘General 


Hospital,’’ ‘‘One Life to Live,’ ‘Ryan's 
Hope,’’ ‘‘All My Children’’ 
1979 

Starfest Fouth of July Fest — featuring 


fireworks (which blew up), Chuck Berry, 
Chubby Checker, Willie Aimes, Black 
Oak Arkansas, hot air balloon races 

Jan & Dean 

Conway Twitty 

The Hudson Brothers (stars and then- 
pop kids show, ‘‘Razzle Dazzie’’) 

Gloria Gaynor 

The Guess Who 

England Dan & John Ford Coley 

Rick Nelson 

Tommy Jones 

New Christy Minstrels 

Kingston Trio 

In late 1979, an announcement from 
Old Chicago management proclaiming 
that entertainment would be suspended 
temporarily as a new stage was buik. 

A new line up of headliners under the 
title of ‘‘Live at Old Chicago’’ was to be 
announced. But they never came. Three 
months later the park closed. 


MANY TOWNS RECEIVED federal 
money to help pay for their plant 
improvements. 

The last ones on the lists, including the 
220 Llinois communities which got late 
starts in addressing the Clean Water Act, 
found that the federal grant money was 
used up. 

Local officials expressed anger and 
frustration that the federal government is 
forcing the improvements, but not i 
to share the burden of costs with all of the 
affected towns. 

Village officials urge citizens to write to 
their en and ask that more 
federal money be made available. With- 
out state or federal help, water and sewer 
bills bere could double, they say. 

Bolingbrook is expected to have to 
make about $6 million of improvements 
to its Royce Road sewage plant. 

Half of that cost is to meet the EPA 
standards. 

Half is to expand the plant, which is 
currently at capacity. 

One prime area that is expected to 
develop and need water and sewer 


WITH JUST 15 months until the July, 
1988 deadline, the village is expected to 
announce within the month how it will 
pay for its $6 million of improvements. 

Construction of improvements must 
start this year to meet the deadline, 
officials say. 

It was last July, of 1966, that village 
board members first looked at projected 
rate increases for sewer and water 
customers that would finance the im- 
provements. - 

The board refused to approve those 
rate hikes and hoped for alternative 


funding. 

Now that the proposal of fighting the 
standards and costs through a lawsuit ie 
being dropped, it doesn't mean that the 
village will give up, though, says the 
mayor. 

But it’s likely that the board will have 
to institute rate hikes now, even if some 
grant money comes Bolingbrook's way in 
the future to relieve some of the burden. 


So neaeiaaeissemeinieminemaiaiee eee teste 
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More of Old Chicage's stery continece 
om page 4. 
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Lrilet Ale 


Old ' Chica g0 ‘mall 


0 ‘OLD CHICAGO opened in 1975 as a 
‘he purchased it,” s combined sho ping —— 
‘Now’ his’ energies. are focused on ‘amusement park at Ill. Hwy. 53 and 
finding a use for the Property,” Meo broteti eS Its rear une filed for fed. 
ossibilities she explained, ‘eould ; Protection from creditors under 
tye wW = 9 revive the ena for vlan gral bankruptcy laws in 1076. § 
“Ms ya gecenter:? st, Ne Will, do with the: property, said; .ente ent, offices 0 The imiall' was closed in 1980 and 
tt Care Springfield: ‘Mo., ‘de- . Barbara Katterman, Hie direc-; tion‘of these uses.” a ‘in 1981 after a U.S. Dis- 
SV velopety signed a sales agreement . tor of. the Bolingbrook. Local De ~/ Katterman said ‘Carr ts in al ruling cleared title for. 
eta slast- Frida ate eres an’ undisclosed pment Corp, » ; types ‘of real cotati and. i eciaicoatt aa 16 a new owner. IC Industries,.. 
ce for the 500,000-square-foot cen MIC) (Equities) was. 8st turning around troubled commer which ‘had been partly involved in 
,and its S7-acre site, according to«. ior: gerolt iti ‘once cial propert: nd @ the project as a lender, took it over: 
: Ic, } a ‘ rom the ae developer, ia 
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TE ip gow 


: _petition, * 


3 “nearly - postponed 


= quo warranto”’ 
which questioned 


but Monday’ s ¢los-~ 
~ lage to res eee 


the legality of the Village’s - 


incentive . agreement with 


auto dealer Joseph Levy for 


a portion. of the property, 


_-was.. dropped by Rhoads 


Monday morning just in time 


forthe afternoon’ s closing 


roceedings. 
: Approximately’ 15 people tei 
"were present at Monday’s 


closing at-the Ticor Title Co. 


office ‘in Chicago, including - 


attorneys for the parties in- 


‘volved and members of the 


Bolingbrook" Local Develop- 
ment Corporation (BLDC). 
Frank Rousseau, member 


- of the BLDC; said Village of- 
. ficials and.BLDC members 
. are ‘‘very-happy and excit- 
ed” with the transaction, Be- 
’ cause the closing is an ‘‘es- 


crow closing,” it may take 


“geveral more days for the 


~4 


deal to be- completed, Rous- 


= -seau said. +“ 


‘Although -” C.L. Carr of 


‘ Springfield, -Mo., is now the _ 
> owner of the Old Chicago ~ his > 
incentive which Rhoads chal-. “lage 


property on ‘Rt. 53 in Boling- 
brook, sources have stated 
that certain ‘details have yet 
to be ironed out between the 
Village and Levy. 

At press time, it was not 


- newal statutes. - 


yet Clear whether the Village - 


is to purchase the parcel for 


. the dealership from Carr or 
+ from IC :.Industries, before 


- “reselling to Levy. Two local 
-. Officials gave conflicting re- 


i ‘Sale. ees 


"property, 


; trustees. 


* closing to be called off." 


¥ Ordinances _ “ 


“When- Currie: paket “a 
on ‘of ‘his property, he’s 
quired to pay for road im- 
ovements, water towers 
id other things. Gurrrie is 
urcharged for these things, 
vyhereas on the- other corner, 
there are subsidies offered to 
+2 developer. It just isn’t fair 
mpetition,”” Wilson stated. 


nances ‘would have ™ 
drawn up if the me 
sale was changed. | - 
The six-acre parcel ‘on. th 
Old Chicago tract, just south . 
of Ed James Chevrolet, w 
to be purchased from-: arr, 
by the Village for 000, 
and then sold to Levy for 
$500,000. a =s.We saw little future. in the 
The difference of tay 000: z evelopment . of ‘the entire 
was to be offered to Levy a8 ~.-Rhoads/Dystrup property. 
ae agar to petra “his not just Prairie Mountain.”” 
: ck ubaru~ an GM Wilson con 
truck dealership on the prop-> r this seoqveden ‘that ear 
nerd toceatiée. of ! Be th socating Ss nealer- 
is legal for the Old Chicaga = tn ot the 
officials © Shay but Rhoads was not willing 
stated, under gee > negotiate for one of the 


the Village’s general fund 

The incentive will be paid: 
back over five -years from 
sales tax revenues generated 
by Levy’s auto dealership, 


according. to the ordinance . 
8 >--fact that Levy is now receiv- 


es oe ing an incentive-to develop 
ty *..on.other property in the Vil- 
may have spurred - 


lenged in his petition ‘on. Pe: grpoeds, action.on Friday. 


Friday, nearly causing thers 


“other lots on the property 
“= but- the - pegotiations had 


It was the anit oft 


According to his attorney, - 
Tom Wilson of “Joliet, ns 
Rhoads questioned whether ; 


gor resulted in an agreement 
* tor ‘Rhoads to drop his peti- 


or not the old Chicago prop-- tion. $e 
erty could legally bec: ed -)¢{We have agreed, at least 


eo 


an urban reneres Project 4 temporarily, to dismiss 
area. s == Friday’s petition. We have 


“Otd Chicago ‘sold at last 


(Continued from Page 1) 


no ill feelings toward Mr. 
Levy?’ Wilson said. Barry 
Moss and Bill 
promised to meet with us in .. 
an-attempt to- resolye some | 
of the problems,”? ; 
Wilson did not preclude the’ 
‘possibility. of other petitions ©: 
© being filed by: Rhoads’ in the ; 


future concerning the issue:'” 


of incentives, ‘but stated that” 
_ it would depend on the result, 
of Rhoads’ negotiations, with ’ 
the Village, Spee aN) 


tion was from.a business mo- . 
tive,” Wilson said, ‘‘We just. 
-want to be able. to compete 
_on an even basis, and we will . 
~ give our jull cooperation to” 
the Village,” : 


eta 


Palmer, have ~: 


Tee “= begin’ - the 
uy would say’ Gurrie’ s petite. 


Levy is expected to begin 


.. construction on his property 


sometime within the. next . 
three weeks, Rousseau said. 
“He stated that the primary 
~ reason Levy decided. to lo- 
* cate his dealership in Boling- 
‘brook was the availability of 
», the .G.M, franchise in this 
area, 
Rousseau stated that oe 
“is acting” with several part- 
ners in developing the entire 


-. Old Chicago property. 


“Carr’ 8 interests will, now 
process. of 
revitalizing the whole area,’ 
“Rousseau said. ‘He added ~ 
that Carr’s plans include 
making the Old Chicago 


‘building ‘tan operational, 
* revenue-producing facility’’ 


-\for the Village. 


